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TO:  Honorable Board of Supervisors 
 Jeffrey V. Smith, County Executive 
 
FROM:   Michelle A. Jorden MD, Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 
   
SUBJECT: Off-Agenda Report: Number 32 
 Updated Information on Medical Examiner-Coroner Death Notices  
 
DATE:  September 27, 2022 
 
The weekly number of deaths are provided in continuation from the prior reports (see data tables 
below).   
 
Fentanyl fatalities from Jan 1, 2015 – August 31, 2022 

 

                                                   
 

**Not all drug related deaths are closed in our system and this number will increase as we 
continue to certify deaths and close cases. 
 
FENTANYL FATALITIES CONTINUE: 
 
Fentanyl continues to take many lives in Santa Clara County. The Medical Examiner-Coroner 
continues to endorse messaging on fentanyl-laced candy, a new form of fentanyl appearing as 
candy and available in gummy bears, multicolored pills and powders. Fentanyl is an extremely 
potent opioid which can cause death at small doses (up to 80-100X more potent than 
morphine).  Fentanyl is found in pills illegally sold and purchased on the streets which we term 
“fake pills”.  Fentanyl is also available in powder form and can be mixed with other deadly drugs 
(i.e., cocaine, methamphetamine).  Most Fentanyl drug deaths in Santa Clara County continue to 
involve Fentanyl combined with other drugs, including methamphetamine.  Fentanyl can be 
ingested, smoked, injected and/or snorted.  Continued education regarding the dangers of 
Fentanyl, particularly the new fentanyl-laced candy, is strongly encouraged. 
 
COVID-19: 
 
The ME-C is closely monitoring and continues to communicate with Public Health frequently 
regarding COVID-19 fatalities.  This off-agenda report incorporates revised COVID-19 death 
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statistics since the last report to incorporate prior pending and open cases which have since 
closed.   
 
INCREASED CASELOAD HANDLED BY ME-C: 
 
The number of cases examined by the ME-C has increased since 2019 (please see below).  
Although the number of deaths has slowed in 2022 when compared to last year, the number of 
deaths examined by the ME-C in 2022 surpassed 2019 numbers and are expected to remain 
higher than pre-pandemic numbers. 
 
The ME-C is currently experiencing multiple vacancies including management and is working to 
fill these vacancies as soon as possible. 
 
Summary tables are provided for your convenience: 
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cc: Chief Board Aides 
James Williams, County Counsel 
Greta Hansen, Chief Operating Officer  
Tiffany Lennear, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
Mary Ann Barrous, Agenda Review Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


