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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  February 3, 2021 
 
TO:  Honorable Board of Supervisors 
   Members, Planning Commission 
   Members, San Martin Planning Advisory Committee (SMPAC) 
 
FROM:  Jacqueline R. Onciano, Director, Dept. of Planning and Development 
 
SUBJECT: Industrial Hemp – Update to Informational Maps 

 
This memo is intended to notify the Board regarding a minor mapping error 

associated with the County’s Industrial Hemp Ordinance.   
 

At the August 25, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting, the Board adopted Ordinance 

No. NS-1200.373 amending Appendix I, Zoning, of the County of Santa Clara 

Ordinance Code for purposes of regulating industrial hemp (“hemp”) operations. To 

inform this effort, the Department, in coordination with the Agricultural 

Commissioner’s Office, prepared informational maps showing acreages and number 

of parcels that would be potentially eligible for hemp operations within the 

agricultural areas of unincorporated Santa Clara County.  Please refer to Attachment B 

for the informational maps.    
 

As part of the adopted regulations, hemp operations are required to maintain a ¼ 

mile buffer from sensitive receptors, which for purposes of the hemp regulations 

include lands within city urban service areas. 
 

Following adoption of the Ordinance, the Department identified a mapping error. The 

infomational maps (Attachment B) indicating the ¼ mile buffer from sensitive 

receptors, that were presented to the Board, Planning Commission, and SMPAC, 

showed city limit boundary lines instead of city urban service area boundary lines. 

Please refer to Attachment A for the corrected map of lands eligible for hemp 

operations. 
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The corrected map does not affect the Administration’s analysis, including the 

environmental analysis required under CEQA, nor does it in any way modify the effect 

of the Board’s action from August 25, 2020. The corrected mapping with ¼ mile 

buffer requirements from city urban service area boundary lines (instead of city limit 

boundary lines) increases the land eligible for hemp cultivation by 2,598 acres (for a 

total of 19,285 acres) and 282 parcels (for a total of 2,268 parcels) in the County’s 

Exclusive Agriculture (A) zoning district. Within the San Martin Planning Area, the 

eligible acreage for hemp operations increases from 307 acres to 402 acres.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A - Corrected Map of Lands Eligible for Hemp Operations 

Attachment B – Map of Lands Eligible for Hemp Operations presented to the Planning 

Commission on May 28, 2020 and Board on August 25, 2020 

 

 

 

cc:  Megan Doyle, Clerk of the Board; bosagenda@cob.sccgov.org  

  Jeffrey V. Smith, County Executive 

  Miguel Márquez, Chief Operating Officer 

Sylvia Gallegos, Deputy County Executive  

Joseph Deviney, Agricultural Commissioner 

Board Chiefs of Staff and Land Use Aides 
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ATTACHMENT A - Lands Eligible For Hemp Operations in Santa Clara County (Revised December 2020)

±
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This map created by the Santa Clara County Planning Office. The GIS data was compiled

from various sources. While deemed reliable, the Planning Office assumes no liability.
11/18/2020 10:47:32 AM  C:\Users\matthewd.thompson\Desktop\Work From Home stuff\Hemp\Hemp_candidates_Nov2020.mxd

Corrected Acreage of Land Eligible for Hemp Cultivation:
19,285.37 Acres, 2,268 Parcels (using 1/4 mile buffer from urban service area 
boundary lines.

San Martin Planning Area
1/4 Miles from USAs
1/4 Mile from Cities

Eligible Parcels using City Limits Buffers
Additional Eligible Parcels using USA Buffers
Urban Service Areas (5)
City Limits (Incorporated Areas)
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This map created by the Santa Clara County Planning Office. The GIS data was compiled
from various sources. While deemed reliable, the Planning Office assumes no liability.

5/12/2020 11:52:04 AM  C:\Users\matthewd.thompson\Desktop\Work From Home stuff\Hemp\Hemp_candidates_May2020_Rev3.mxd

Acreage of land eligible for hemp operations: 27,640

Number of eligible parcels: 1,845 

ATTACHMENT B - Land Eligible For Hemp Operations: 1/4 Mile Buffer

Land eligible for hemp operations

1/4 Mile from Sensitive Receptors
1/4 Mile from Cities

Cities

Sensitive Receptors (includes 
residential zones, religious 
institutions, and wineries)
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